The title compound was formed in greater than 86% yield by oxidative amidation of methyl 4-hydroxyphenylacetate with iodobenzene diacetate in acetonitrile containing 1.3 equivalents of TFA [1].
Discussion
This substance and its congeners are important building blocks for the synthesis of diverse bioactive nitrogen compounds, such as alkaloids and − especially − drug intermediates. Medicinal chemistry work centering on the title compound and related materials requires a thorough knowledge of the fine details of the three-dimensional structure of the molecule. The present structural study satisfies such a requirement. The crystal lattice is made up of four (symmetry related) infinite one-dimensional hydrogen-bonded chains. In each case the chain is formed by linear, intermolecular N1−H1···O1 hydrogen bond (d(H-O) = 2.09(2) Å) . 
